
 

 

12/7/20 

Dear Amherst Families, 

We have tentatively set Monday, Dec. 14 to return to the Hybrid Instructional Model and will confirm that decision 
in a message to parents on Wednesday afternoon. We have coordinated the reopening with many other school 
districts in Erie 1 BOCES. 

National and state experts have stated that schools are much safer than the community at large, especially given 
the virus mitigation strategies we have in place. Dr. Fauci and Governor Cuomo reiterated in a press conference 
this morning that schools are safe and have much less COVID-19 transmission than the community at large, 
especially when faculty, staff and students faithfully follow the virus mitigation strategies. Developmentally, we 
know that in-person schooling is the best thing for our students.  

We received updated written guidance from the New York State Department of Health Friday night. It provides 
clarification on the testing requirements and the thresholds necessary to keep buildings open for the Hybrid 
model. A summary is below: 

● There is no longer a requirement for schools located in red or orange zones to close to in-person 
instruction. 

● Schools in Orange Zones may remain open for in-person instruction by complying with the 20% monthly 
testing requirements; 30% monthly testing in a Red Zone. 

● Faculty, staff and students must continue the daily screening protocols. All must follow the state-issued 
requirements of mask wearing and maintaining social distance while on campus.  

We are on track to meet the testing requirement. As you know, we have proactively prepared to conduct testing, 
which we started this week with 10% of staff and students in each building. Our goal is to continue testing 5% next 
week, and 5% the following week in order to meet the monthly 20% testing requirement to return to the Hybrid 
model under an Orange Zone. Testing is being coordinated on an individual basis at each building in accordance 
with our ACSD Zone Testing Plan. 

Finally, we will continue to monitor several factors such as infection rates within the community, any issues related 
to staffing, and the data received from the tests we are administering this week.  

If for any reason, we are unable to resume the Hybrid Instructional Model on Dec. 14, we would push that date to 
Jan. 4, 2021 as it does not make sense to bring students back on the shortened holiday week of Dec. 21. 

Please look for a message from me this Wednesday. I will continue to keep you informed as new information 
emerges. 

Thank you, 

Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent 
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